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" A child miseducated is a child lost.." – John F. Kennedy
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Welcome to “The Cluttered Desk”, the semi-monthly newsletter of Just Us Teachers.  
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested a subscription.  If you have received this e-mail in error or would like to discontinue your subscription, please see the instructions at the end of this newsletter.
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FEATURE WEBSITE
A MATHS DICTIONARY FOR KIDS
Created by a K-6 teacher in Australia, this website provides a fun interactive dictionary for kids and teachers alike.  The examples are visually appealing and thorough, and the mini-quizzes provide great practice.
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Attention all 1, 2, 3 Math Fonts Users!  We are now having a monthly drawing for $100.00 as part of the effort to build the User’s Files section of our website.  Details can be found at http://www.justusteachers.com/mathfonts/userfiles.html.  Be sure to check out the FREE teacher-created documents while you are there!
Congratulations to Aaron B.  of Texas, our September winner!  There is still time to enter for the October drawing!
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

FEATURE ARTICLE 

Trick or Treat?

By Chris Slaughter

Far too often the humor in this column is directed at the little ones… well, they’re little until about 5th-6th grade, then BOOM!  An explosion of hormones that causes them to frequently double (and sometimes triple!) in height, and somehow reduces their working vocabulary to “Uh”, “Grrr”, and the ever-popular “Oh Spit”.  That’s right, let’s pretend they said “spit”.

But still, they are not the targets of humor because they are younger.  They are targets because they deserve it!  But still, that’s another issue… Today, it is time to turn the garden hose of hilarity on ourselves.  Well, more specifically, on our fellow teachers!

That’s right, no room for treats here.  Put them away until Christmas, and let’s bring out the tricks!  The rules are simple…

1) You get 1 point for each prank played.  

2) Double the points for each additional trick played on the same victim, I mean teacher.

3) Extra 10 points if you write and tell us about it (counts for pranks not listed here too!).

4) Don’t get anyone fired.

5) Have fun!

And now for the “Tricks”…

· Sneak into your neighbor’s class early and turn all of the student desks backward.  5 bonus points for turning them upside down as well.

· If your neighbor asks you to watch her class while she takes a “potty break”, hide her students in your room while she is gone.  Double your points each time she looks into your room to see if you know where they are.

· Sneak your students’ work into your partner’s “TO BE GRADED” pile and see how much she does for you.  +1 point for each paper you don’t have to grade yourself.

· Remind your target about the “Special Assembly” at 10:00.  1 extra point for each teacher that backs up your “reminder”, and double points if the teacher takes her class to the “assembly”.

· Get onto a co-workers computer and change the screensaver to Marquee (or scrolling text) with the words “OMG!  I think someone snuck onto your computer and changed your screensaver!”  

· Change a colleague’s internet homepage to http://hamsterdance.com/classorig.html.  It’s annoying, but harmless.  You can go for http://neuticles.com/ if you think you can get away with it.  It looks like a math page at first, but…well, you better check it first!

· After the target teacher has arrived in her classroom, place a sign on the door directing students to a different target’s classroom.  Multiply your points by 2 for each additional sign that directs the students to yet another room.  Kind of hard on the kids, but hey, there was a sign!

· Secretly change the coffee to decaf.  +10 points if the teacher falls asleep.

· Visit another teacher’s room, stop and sniff suspiciously, then ask her what that “smell” is.  Give your self an additional point for each student that also complains about the “smell” (yes, you can enlist them), and double your points if the teacher spends more than 10 seconds looking for the “smell”.  You lose all of your points if she finds it.

· Find out a co-worker’s schedule.  Sneak a pumpkin or 2 into their room each time they are gone.  The first pumpkin is 1 point, the second is 2, and so on.    Double your points if they don’t find them all on the same day.

When all is said and done, tally up your points.  If you have more than 50, stay away from my house on Halloween, and good luck on April Fool’s Day.  Some of the other teachers might come looking for you!

Stay safe…     Have fun….    Happy Halloween!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Check out 1,2,3 Math Fonts at http://www.justusteachers.com/Math_Fonts.html 
Just TYPE these math symbols and images into your documents.  NO CUTTING AND PASTING!  View the entire User’s Manual at http://www.justusteachers.com/123MathFontsManual.pdf.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

HALLOWEEN MATH LINKS
Kidzone Halloween Themed Math Worksheets – Kidzone always has a nice selection of free materials.  Follow the link to find Halloween math pages sorted by grade level.

 http://www.kidzone.ws/math/halloween/ 
Halloween Math Fun – A couple of nice reproducibles for younger students.

http://www.bcspanthers.org/COPYCAT/documents/MATH-FUN%20WITH%20MATH/halloween_math_fun.pdf
Multiplication Mysteries - Treat students to fun this Halloween as they practice their multiplication “tricks”.  Be sure to download the free reproducibles!
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/instructor/oct03_math_mysteries.htm
Dem Bones! – Use the Brachs candy “Dem Bones” and this handy worksheet for some fun graphing practice!

http://www.brachs.com/fun/Games/dembonesgraphing.pdf
Fall Into Math – Take a look at this wonderful page from Mathwire, complete with activities, downloads, lesson plans and classroom pictures.  A wide variety for everyone!

http://www.mathwire.com/seasonal/fall05.html
Pumpkin Math – Use pumpkins for a variety of measurement and math activities.  A fun way to pull in the holiday and still teach math!

http://www.justusteachers.com/PumpkinLength.pdf
http://www.justusteachers.com/PumpkinWeight.pdf
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Get your free math screensavers at http://www.justusteachers.com/screensavers.html.  No pop-ups, no advertising, just fun screensavers!
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
RESEARCH LINKS – 
Cross-Age Learning (CAL)

http://www.crossagelearning.net/
Using Peer Tutoring for Math

http://www.k8accesscenter.org/training_resources/mathpeertutoring.asp
Peer Tutoring – from Diagnosis ADD ADHD, Now What?

http://www.addchoices.com/peer_tutoring.htm
CAST Peer Mediated Instruction and Intervention

http://www.cast.org/publications/ncac/ncac_peermii.html
Class Wide Peer Tutoring – from TeachingLD

http://www.teachingld.org/pdf/PeerTutoring_rev1.pdf
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Past Issues of  “The Cluttered Desk” can be viewed at http://www.justusteachers.com/Ezine_Archives.html
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
To unsubscribe, simply reply to this email and write “Unsubscribe” in the Subject line.  We are sorry to see you go.  Please let us know how you think this e-zine can be improved.  Thanks!
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